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• This material relates to a site that was once the heart of the town of Sheffield

• It is a place that is close to the hearts and identity of its people – whether it be 
the Castle or the 1960s markets

• The City Council owns the site – as Museums Sheffield reminded us, this 
material really belongs to the people of Sheffield

• It has languished in the archives of Museums Sheffield for up to 90 years

• We firmly believed that there was an imperative, almost moral/ethical, that 
it, and the story it tells, be made freely available to the people of Sheffield –
and beyond



• Sheffield Castle was one of the most significant castles in medieval England

• The quality of the records from the excavations are unusual for an urban castle – on 
a national, perhaps even a European level

• The site has a well-preserved, and well recorded, deep history – from the 12th

century to 2013.

• Our approach to analysing the material - and to telling the story of the castle, the 
bowling green, early industrialization, the slaughterhouses, the new markets –
shows the value of tackling and publishing such ‘legacy archives’. It is a model that 
could be followed for similar archives across the world.

• If broadly disseminated, this material, and the story we were able to tell from it, had 
the potential to make a serious impact on approaches to, and knowledge of, the past 
– on the national and international scales.





https://orda.shef.ac.uk/articles/search

https://orda.shef.ac.uk/articles/search


Sheffield Castle Digital Archive

https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/sheffieldcastle_uos_2020/index.cfm





