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1. Before starting the course, what did you think critical thinking was?  
[bookmark: _Hlk13410455][bookmark: _Hlk13410511][bookmark: _Hlk13410610][bookmark: _Hlk13410691]Last March she applied for a Masters and had an interview with a consultant about her personal statement.  She was told that she lacked critical thinking, and that it was important to have it.   Violet is from Taiwan and thinks there is a lack of CT there and generally in Asia.  K I asked again what she thought CT was before the course.  She said she had taken some English art time “lectures” (classes) at ELTC. So I think it’s be able to like have your own opinion, argument, what you think of -when you are looking at the reading, or writing.  I confirmed that she means it’s about having your own opinion. When you’re reading articles, you have your own argument while you reading it, and not just like go with the author’s opinions.  Do you don’t necessarily agree with what you’re reading, you mean.  Yep.  
2. Have you changed your mind about what critical thinking is? Yes!  OK. So tell me about that.
[bookmark: _Hlk13410868][bookmark: _Hlk13410770][bookmark: _Hlk13410927][bookmark: _Hlk13411489][bookmark: _Hlk13411556][bookmark: _Hlk13411611][bookmark: _Hlk13474488]It’s not different, but I think adds a lot towards it.  Like before it might just like, OK I have to have my argument, but I didn’t know I have like confirmation bias, I don’t even know, I only know the definition of critical thinking, kind of – no, no, I didn’t know the definition, I only know how to do it,       but now I know more about, like, the definition or beyond that, your frames and bias, so like you more aware of like, why is this hard, or difficult to have critical thinking?  It’s not just like [snaps fingers] I want to do this and I instantly have that ability.  I recapped the content of the workshops.  Then came back to the question, and prompted her about CB. It was hard to build on this critical thinking.  You are just, like, oh I have to have my own opinion, but how, and why I don’t have my opinion.  But after this maybe I know the confirmation bias.  It’s like actually yes, you kind of seek those sources that support your own ideas… And also framing - framing was the only one I was more familiar with.  Probability and risk... I think I found it more challenging than the others.  It was kind of new.  And I think [it’s] got logic.
[bookmark: _Hlk13413013]I asked if there was anything else about what she thought CT was now.  W1 – knew already from her social science degree that different theories were supported by different writers, but I didn’t know that even number can have risk, a number, a figure can be possibly not as accurate, or even a number, a figure even like climate change, the degree, I always thought that the figures are like the truth!  I pointed out thought that the figures about climate change are often about future predictions, and that’s why they are uncertain. Violet mentioned that she doesn’t study “maths or figures”.

3. [bookmark: _Hlk13413234]Did you think you were a good critical thinker before? 
No  
4. How about now?
[bookmark: _Hlk13414049][bookmark: _Hlk13414102][bookmark: _Hlk13414233]Yeah, I think, these five lessons, they are still in my head, it’s a bit more fresh, and I learned something.  So when I doing my research, it reminds me of like, OK, I have those [barriers], and then try to be aware of that.  But obviously I wouldn’t say that I would, like, already change a lot.  But when you are aware of the problem, then I think it’s easier.   I talked a little about how I think you can’t change your thinking overnight, despite being more aware of CT barriers. So you think you are using now some of what you learned in your research now, or you’re going to? I think already, because I been, I’m always writing essays so now I’m looking at resource, or like – framing is always very important in my subject, so I keep just deepening my knowledge with that.  But I think probability and risk – that one I found more applied to real life.  She is studying International Relations.

5. What did you think about climate change before starting the course?   
[bookmark: _Hlk13414945][bookmark: _Hlk13415303][bookmark: _Hlk13474614][bookmark: _Hlk13415369]Yeah, it’s something! I wasn’t that concerned with that issue, I never very interested in like climate change, ‘cause I think maybe when it comes it will come, that kind of thing. Yeah, I just hadn’t, kind of, very few ideas about climate change.  But I had this thoughts, like, before, even this critical thinking workshop, I thought that, I think it mentioned in one of the workshop, those people who support climate change, anything happened they can just say, oh yeah, that’s climate change.  I always thought that.  When asked if she meant those people had confirmation bias, she said she thought so. Maybe something happened, like the flood, or like heatwaves, kind of like been exaggerated by the media.  Now she thinks it [climate change] is still a new issue for her.  She thinks it’s about “trying to protect the future. I don’t really know…
[bookmark: _Hlk13474033][bookmark: _Hlk13416599][bookmark: _Hlk13416437] Didn’t seem to have much to say, but then I prompted her with W5 and the video, and W1 about small rises causing big effect.  Violet particularly remembered the bit about Norway; said she didn’t know Norway made a lot of money from oil and yet valued their natural environment very much. And maybe the heatwaves one.  I think I thought about this issue just been exaggerated by media because I only see like one or two, I didn’t know that it’s actually happened all over the world.  I reminded her that this was Workshop 6, where we critically analysed an article from the Sun about the heatwaves of 2018 all over the world.  Violet agreed that she hadn’t been aware they were everywhere in that year.  I said it sounded like she was still thinking about climate change.  She said, Yeah, I’m still not quite sure about climate change, this area. But I think maybe I learned the fact that it’s kind of a dilemma between different people who have different professional outlook, what we learned from framing how different people, like business people or politicians have framed this issue, so I guess it would be a very difficult issue, because everyone see it differently.

6. Is there anything else you would like to say about this course?
[bookmark: _Hlk13469295][bookmark: _Hlk13469390]I think like you said most part focus on critical thinking, and we had some of the climate change.  In general I’ve been thinking like most part about critical thinking helps a lot. I’m not sure it’s appropriate [laughs], but I think it’s much, much more helpful than those English lessons here [laughs], they also teach about critical thinking in the ELTC, like reading and writing, and listening and speaking, but it’s not as deep, it [the critical thinking workshop programme] almost feel like a module, and we learn about theory of the concepts, not just talk about the concepts.  I recap this for clarification.  [The critical thinking workshops are] a lot more deeper.  And that one [the regular ELTC classes] was quite – I don’t know how to find the words, not superficial, but it’s not as deep.  When asked to explain what she means by “deeper”, she says, I think it’s like I said, earlier, we actually learn about those terminology, I think those terminology helps, and by also set us in different character, like a doctor, or like we use that in workshop, been a doctor, whether it help your patients they got cancer or anything, or you decide, um, gun control and those issues.  I think put yourself into that role, actually, yeah, helps I think. 
One of the things I was trying to do was help the students understand their own thinking and the way their own minds worked a little bit better.  Do you think that worked?
[bookmark: _Hlk13471115][bookmark: _Hlk13471222]Yes!  I think just [to] add on the point, you have to not just when you are doing academic work also any other areas in your life you have to be aware of the problem in order to do better with the problem.  I explained that I was asking about being aware of herself and her own thinking, not just the problem she was thinking about. To clarify, I used the example of learning about confirmation bias and realising that she might have this sometimes.  Yeah, yeah, yeah.  So, yeah, be aware of yourself doing those, you know that you might be doing those [things], so you try to avoid.   Can you think of any particular barriers that you learned about in my workshops that you were aware of in yourself [in “real life” or academic life]?  So in real life I find confirmation bias, or kind of combined with framing, so I feel like I tend to analyse [what] people think of me, in my ways of thinking.  So I think maybe I’m a person very selfish to people, then now I think of people doing what kind of action based on their selfish intention.  So I guess that kind of reflects confirmation bias and framing.
She would like more sessions, although I said most people would not agree.




