MakEY Sheffield Project

Setting A – Headteacher

Q
So it’s the 16th of April 2018 and I am at [nursery name] I am Betty interviewing Dana for the MakEY project. Can I just double check that you’ve read the information sheets?
A
I have, yes thank you.

Q
Have you got any questions about it?

A
No that’s fine.

Q
And you signed the consent form for us as well.

A
I have yeah.

Q
Brilliant, that’s good, so we’ll get started. So what did you know about makerspaces before you were involved in the project?

A
I don’t think I knew anything to be honest. I know when Jackie first got in touch with me, like everything these days you do a quick Google, and then she said, “Will you be interested in it?”. So even kind of before I said yes really I had a quick look and thought, ‘oh that looks interesting’, you know a great concept in terms of having a space somewhere in a city where people can go, make and do things. But obviously I wasn’t aware of it in terms of a nursery environment, but obviously I feel it’s quite aligned to the nursery curriculum in terms of design and making, creating, all those things that children know and do and enjoy. So then, yeah.

Q
That’s fab. So what is your understanding of makerspaces now that the project’s finished, what have you come to learn about them?

A
So I’ve come to learn that they’re a space, in our case, where children can come, make things, create things, combine sort of technology, science, art together to create things, to make things, sometimes for a purpose, sometimes not, and combine all those elements into one area, really.
Q
That’s brilliant, that’s great. And how do you feel that the project went overall?

A
OK. So we’ll start to the initial discussion where I think initially Jackie came to talk to me about the project and I was very keen to get involved because it sounded really interesting, the fact that it was an international project I thought was really, really good. And often research doesn’t include nurseries so I was even more thrilled to be asked to do it. And then Jackie came to talk to governors, and I think again governors were quite enthusiastic about it just because of the scale of the project, because of the content of the project, because it was, you know, as I say going to be international but it was actually going to focus our little bit on nursery. We did have one governor who was quite horrified by the thought of children going round wearing little cameras and videoing everything, and she felt a little bit anti that, she’s not a very kind of technology based person, she feels that young children should kind of have lots of free play and natural resources, and just felt that the actual technology side of it seemed a bit scary, seemed a little bit too much for young children. But the other governors actually embraced it, thought it was brilliant, went ahead, so that was wonderful.

And then I think we had a training day didn’t we, so Jackie and her team came to talk to us on the training day about the project and obviously I’d briefed staff before then so that was great. And then we had a day actually trying out the activities, which we were a little bit disappointed with initially because I think there were quite a lot of things that went wrong and I think Amy, bless her, you know obviously wasn’t used to working with young children, so I think as staff we tackled it from a viewpoint of children and how children would respond to the resources. And some of the things were quite fiddly, quite adult intensive etc. So modifications were made from that training day and I think that was quite important that that happened.
Staff I think enjoyed the training day, and I think it’s like anything you know, some people just absolutely love it because it’s their thing, others were a little bit more reticent about it, a little bit more, you know, ‘Ooh, using batteries and bulbs and what does that mean?’. I think we had a massive discussion about health and safety because, you know it’s at the forefront of people’s minds. And I remember when we had the discussion with staff about it, I think a lot of staff had been kind of put off really by a previous headteacher who was quite cautious about things and was very driven by health and safety, and anything that was done it was, you know, 29 risk assessments etc.
Whereas I’m kind of trying to get away from that and feel that it’s important that children do take risks and they are given opportunities within a safe environment with a bit of structure, that children should take risks. And years ago when I worked here before, there was a headteacher who was very into children using technology and hammers and nails. I remember we used to have a polystyrene cutter and things, which was like a sharp blade and all those kind of things, that used to vibrate etc. And so, you know, I’ve got kind of positive memories of doing it. So as I say I think there were mixed feelings, but I think it was helpful to kind of reassure staff, so we knew exactly what was going to happen on the week of the project.

And then we had a bit of a gap didn’t we? So that was October and then the project was in December which kind of seemed to think, you know it’s kind of a while away. But my husband Lee has been volunteering doing some science with the children so he came in and did some work on simple circuits with them, so he set up some kind of boards with simple circuits so that they’d got an idea before the project and making bulbs and things light up. So I think it was important that the children had a bit of background about that.

As I say, the week just went by in a flash, you know it was really good, there was something new and different every day. And I think what we found again was, it was still quite adult intensive and I think the nursery staff probably a little bit avoided it and left it to the artists and Liz and everybody else. Whether that was because they were scared of the camera or videoing I’m not sure, or just felt, well, that was a project for them to do. But actually I think what was really, really good was that the children absolutely loved it. You know from day one actually making light boxes, making the circuit, putting it in a box and then going into a dark den which was absolutely boiling. And Jackie, bless her, she was in there making the little gifs wasn’t she with Pablo etc with the children? So I think immediately it captured the children’s interest and imagination because it was so different, and I think the connection between making a light box and then making a little light show with the Pablo app was just fantastic. So, you know children were hooked.
In terms of for us, because it was just in a morning, obviously there were half of our children who never got to participate in the project, so that was a shame from that point of view. Because we try to be inclusive so I think from the actual project point of view there were only half the children who could participate. Because all our children attend different attendance patterns there were equally some children who were there on day one but not on day two, they were on day three but not on day four, you know that kind of thing. So I think for us in terms of seeing which children enjoyed it and which children kind of came back and wanted to get involved, it tended to be different every day.

But there was one little boy called Henry, and I talked about Henry with Jackie when I did a presentation with Jackie. Henry was for me the child in the base where I teach who actually just embraced it. Because actually he’s not in nursery on the day when Lee does the science so he’d had no pre-kind of circuit work or anything like that, and he was quite shy, we’d made a referral for him to speech because he wasn’t really speaking very much, he was learning four languages, so for us we were kind of thinking, ‘Do we need any intervention for this little man’? But actually, again, the MakEY project and those activities just captured his imagination, he was thrilled. I remember him making his light box, making his little sticker and putting it on the box, going in the dark den with Jackie and then saying, “Oh Dana, come in, come in”, wanting to show me what he’d done etc. etc.
And then the other thing that he did was, when it was group time we talked about what the children had made and kind of showed the other children who had not been involved, and he stood up and he told them about his light and his light box and the traffic lights that he’d made, and you know red was for stop and blue was for the police and red was for the fire engine etc. So all this language suddenly came bursting out of Henry that we’d kind of not really heard before. And then when his mum came at the end of the day he was just like so excited to tell her, to show her his light box, and obviously the dark den had gone by then so he wanted to show his mum his little light show that he’d made etc. So we went into our sensory room and turned all the lights off and he showed his mum what he’d done. And I talked to her about the Pablo app and she downloaded it instantly on her phone. And she was saying that he actually talked to his grandfather in Lithuania on Skype and was really interested in electric and circuits and things, so she felt that you know for him it was just something that had captured his interest and that had actually helped his confidence. And I really couldn’t kind of describe his words quick enough you know of all the things that Henry was telling us.
And then he wasn’t around on day two but day three he was there again, and he came in and it had been snowing I think, and he said, “Diane, in the garden you’ve got snow” and I could see him looking at the table where you were setting up etc. And then I remember him going to the table and sitting down and said, “What are we making today?”. So you know for me that was just absolutely fantastic you know, because he was ready and he wanted to see what we were making that day. And I think for us, as one of the success stories, I’m sure there were lots more but Hugo to me was kind of the biggest success story in the class really because, you know in terms of his development and his confidence, in terms of his language, it was just absolutely fantastic. And his mum recorded what he was telling us, me and her at the end of the day, and so I’ve got that little clip of him talking about his light box and what he’d made and what he’d done and things and she sent me a copy of it. So that’s really lovely.
Q
That’s fabulous, that’s so lovely. That is just brilliant, I love it, so obviously Henry was a key highlight for you in the project and understandably so. Have you got any other moments, other key highlights for the project for you?

A
I think all of it was lovely because individual children got a lot of out it, whatever they were involved in. So children that were making pictures that lit up and things were just, you know that was their kind of ‘wow’ moment wasn’t it, you know to actually draw a picture and then be able to make it light up in a way that was brilliant. The children who did the conductive Play Doh, lighting that up, you know were very, very keen weren’t they to take it home and make it. And some of the children in terms of their concentration, their perseverance, was just, you know, really, really wonderful. So I think there were lots of successes. The only thing with the conductive Play Doh was that because they combined the conductive and non-conductive it kind of got a bit spoiled, so by the time they took it home it wasn’t working. So it was a shame because they were desperate, desperate, desperate to show their parents what they’d done.

So in terms of that, we did it again a few weeks ago, Lee did it with the children, we’ve done it again. And instead of using non-conductive Play Doh he used, I think it was a straw or something, a plastic straw, with the Play Doh. So if they wanted to, like, make the body of a butterfly they could use a straw so it didn’t become contaminated, so it did still light up at the end of the day. So we adapted what we learned and the experiences we gave to the children we’ve been able to develop that from the project. So we’ve done lots of things with electric circuits since then, you know Lee and the children have made different traffic lights, as I say they’ve made the conductive Play Doh…what else have they done…done a lot, actually.

The other thing is, I mean I don’t know whether I mentioned it, obviously having the resources provided by the project was good because they’re not cheap resources, are they, and you know they’re all consumables really. So I think for us it’s not something we could do all day every day with batteries and bulbs and wires and those kind of things. But certainly Lee’s adapted some of those resources and presented them in a way where they’re a little bit more robust, or adapted some of them so that they’re a bit more affordable and things. And one of the other things that we’ve done just before the holidays was, we had a science workshop. So we introduced some of the circuit work for parents to come and see and do and hands-on for them, so parents could have a go as well, so that was nice.

Q
That’s awesome, a really great idea, I think that’s lovely. So you mentioned some of the challenges in terms of the conductive Play Doh for one, and resources as well. What other challenges do you think that you as a teacher faced within the budget?
A
As I say, I think going back to how kind of adult intensive it was. Because the children needed adult support with the project, and obviously in terms of nursery as you know there’s children kind of coming and going, so there’s some children would come every day, or different days etc, so that obviously was different in terms of continuity. But also, you know we’ve got some children who have been with us a term, some have been with us two terms, but some literally had only been with us a few weeks so staff were settling them, you know going through kind of routines and things and obviously trying to keep the rest of nursery kind of going while the project was taking place. And I think the fact that obviously we wanted to do it in both rooms didn’t we, so you guys having to leave it, up it, take it, you know those kind of things, it could have gone on all day really to be honest. So I think time constraints was good.

But I think also, you know making sure that the rest of nursery was happening, and for the children who weren’t participating in it, I think that was important. And I think as well, obviously because it was kind of an hour in each base, some children were desperate to do it and didn’t quite get the chance that day, and you know those kind of things. So what would have been nice is if we’d have kind of had the resources enough for each room and then been able to keep them out for the afternoon or whatever so that other children could have a go – because they all wanted to didn’t they?

Q
Yes definitely. So you’ve already said that you felt that every individual child got something out of it.

A
Yes, I think all the children who participated in it certainly got something out of it. You know and I remember governors asking me for a bit of a report about it. And when I kind of look back over things that I’d seen in terms of the images that I’ve captured in terms of little observations that I’d done, that other staff had done, yeah, the children had learnt so much. And those characteristics of learning in terms of persevering, having a go, keeping on trying, you know were evidence throughout the week weren’t they? And even some children that had literally only been in nursery a couple of weeks were actually persevering, were keeping going, and were keen to succeed. So I think that was great. And I think loads of the curriculum was covered in terms of speaking and listening, following instructions, obviously knowledge and understanding that the world was massive, wasn’t it? And again that’s one of our key focuses for the year, so that was one of the other reasons why it was important that we actually were involved in the project in terms of our school development plan/target was knowledge of the world. And we felt that obviously the MakEY project just embraced all that.
Q
That’s fabulous, that’s great. And so how would you say in general the children responded to the project? You’ve said some great things already.

A
Yeah absolutely. I think they loved it, and as I say my only regret is that more children couldn’t be involved. And obviously we’ve tried to replicate that ourselves the best that we can and use Lee, because he’s there over and above ratios etc and you know he’s not having to wipe noses and change bottoms and all those kind of things. So you know we’ve tried to replicate what we can but I think it would have been lovely for all the children to have had those experiences and to make a little gif, or film, or a little film on the light table etc etc. But what was lovely was that, you know showing the images at the end up on the big white board, and all the children came and…I don’t know whether we did have popcorn, I know the idea was that we kind of have a viewing of some of the images from the week. So that was nice to include everybody in that so they could all see the little clips.
And actually Jackie and I went to do a presentation in Barnsley with her Early Years Conference, and for the first time ever we got a bit of a ‘ooh’ (gasp) or a wonder moment when, you know even when adults saw the little gif images that the children had made of their light show. So you know certainly our children were quite impressed. And then the other thing that we did was, we made stills from those, the children did it at a later date, so all the children got the chance to make a little gif image and a little light show, and then we created stills and printed them and put them into a calendar for parents. So again we tried to adapt what we were doing so that again all children got that opportunity.
And one little boy with additional needs was just really good and he went in and we put lights, just some LED lights that we’d got from Poundland, you know coloured lights, and the children making images. And one child was recording it while the other child did it and then they swapped. And the little boy that we’d got in our room when we did it in the sensory room with the lights off, and he was saying ‘lights, rainbow’, and it was just lovely because you know that spontaneously language from his as well, because he said very little in nursery because of his needs. But he was…you know. So it was inclusive in that respect, that all children were able to partake in that and they did all do a still for the calendars, so that was lovely.
Q
That’s brilliant, and what a lovely thing to do and it’s great that it’s been so inclusive as well. So you’ve already mentioned Henry, who is just a fabulous story. Were there any other children that you were surprised about in terms of their response to the project?

A
Not really. As I say the little boy with autism who, you know kind of I didn’t think (a) when I said to him ‘do you want to come and make a light show’ because that was so different I didn’t think he’s participate, but then he did. And as I say he watched what the other children were doing, and I thought, ‘Is he going to get involved, is he going to want to do this?’ And the fact that he kind of spoke about what he could see, you know the fact that he likened the lights moving to a rainbow and the different colours and things. So that again was a surprise. And as I say, I think really the children just…as I say, some of them they’ve only been here a short time in terms of concentration and things, you know, showed that actually once you’ve got their attention, once you’ve got something that they really enjoy doing, that actually they were able to concentrate and persevere and stick at it for a long, long time.

I mean there were some lovely things and I tried at the end of the week to get into the bungalow to see what their children were doing. I know there were a couple of boys again supporting each other weren’t they in terms of a very able articulate little boy helping a quieter, shy little boy do his picture and light it up. And I think the other thing was about children being able to explain to their peers what to do and how to do it was nice. So the ones who mastered it were then able to help others, which I thought was really nice.

Q
That’s brilliant. And any children whose behaviour you think changed as a result of participating in the project?

A
As I say, Henry in terms of his confidence, in terms of his use of language, in terms of him being a bit more settled at nursery, wanting to come in, in terms of…you know up until that point he was quite on his own agenda, he kind of came in and wanted to do his own thing. Whereas with that he was ready to participate straightaway and he wanted to know what was happening. And you know he was generally quite shy of adults, so the fact that unless he knew them he used to say very little to adults unless he knew them, wasn’t very confident with them, but you know the project people, he just took to them straightaway because they’d obviously captured that interest and that enthusiasm. So I think for us, his behaviour changed in that he concentrated better than he had done before, he talked more about what he’d been doing, he enthused about it. And I think you know it actually after that made him want to come to nursery and more keen to get involved in adult directed activities.

Q
And that’s since the project finished as well?

A
Yeah, yeah. We’ve just been saying to day how much more confident he is overall. You know he may have been anyway, but from our point of view it certainly was the project that sparked that initial interest etc.
Q
Fabulous. And what do you think the children learned from their participation in the project, if anything?

A
As I say, all those characteristics of learning that we talked about, their ability to concentrate, to be interested, to be motivated, I think their ability to persevere, to see things through, that they wanted to come back, that then they could then apply what they’d learnt in the science that Lee had done subsequently, they were able to, you know, begin to articulate I think what it was that we’ve learnt. Obviously we’ve got lots of children with English as an additional language haven’t we, so you know they were able to talk about what they’d done and remember what they’d done. And as I say with Henrty, talking at group time, encouraging him to tell the other children what he’d done i.e. with his light box etc. So I think there was lots of lovely learning going off throughout the week. And I feel like I’m repeating myself, so…
Q
And anything that you felt that the children found challenging? I know that you said in the training and your initial discussions about the project you adapted some things and…

A
Yeah, because I think you know some of the resources…I mean tiny, tiny little LED lights and prongs and those kind of things, you know obviously for little fingers are quite difficult to…you know, so we’ve used bigger bulbs, and Lee’s kind of…he’s already attached those like little prongs to…what’s he done, he’s put them in something…a bottle, something with a bottle top or something, I can’t even remember how he did it now. So that, you know it was a bit chunky for the children to manage them, and he colour coded the actual prongs so they knew which was the positive and things. So we’ve adapted those. But I think the actual project, also Amy adapted some of the resources didn’t she as she went along to make it a little bit easier for the children etc. So I think that was good.
Q
Brilliant, that’s great. And what do you think the value of having the artist, so Annie, involved in the project team?

A
I think, you know it didn’t need to be an artist I’d say, it just needed to be somebody who knew about the resources, who knew the background about obviously simple circuits, who knew about conductive and non-conductive Play Doh. But obviously any extra adults in nursery is always extremely valuable isn’t it, and having somebody who’s got the time and the money etc to get all the resources together. Because, you know I know from my husband Lee with the stuff that he does, you know it doesn’t just appear overnight and, you know there’s lots of preparation involved. So I guess from our point of view, having Amy who had got all the resources prepared, she’d obviously tried them out herself, adapted them, brought them into the project and things, was great. I think probably the one thing was that, you know sometimes as I say, because it was quite adult-focused, for us to do that in that with a group of children would have been quite difficult as well as managing all the other activities in nursery. But we were keen to continue what Amy and Liz and the team had done and adapt it in our own little way, so you know, we could take manageable groups of children to do the little gifs in the sensory room or in the interactive white board room where we could turn the lights out and things like that. So I think we just adapt it in a way, and as I say we’ve got Lee who comes in to do it over and above, so we’ve continued some of those activities but adapted them in a different way to make it more manageable in a busy environment really.
Q
That’s brilliant, that’s fab. And how confident were you in engaging in the technological or technical aspects of the project?

A
As I say, I think because I worked under a headteacher years ago where I remember her buying and electric circuit kit and things like that and I think, ‘Oh crikey, I probably learnt more about science under her’ and, you know doing it with children, than I ever had at school, even though I did do science at school. What I think about it is it’s absolutely wonderful in terms of giving children aspirations in terms of seeing themselves as scientists. You know children will now say to Lee, “Are we doing science today, are we doing science today?” and you think ‘mmm’, early years curriculum actually, you know it’s very holistic, it’s very, you know children don’t learn in boxes etc etc. And no they don’t, but actually just to see themselves as scientists, as creators, as film makers or whatever, is just wonderful isn’t it, you know, in terms of that. And I think the project has perhaps given us a little bit of insight, you know the apps that we use, the Pablo and the…I can’t remember what the little filmy one…not the green screen, there was another one wasn’t there…iMotion was it?
Q
Yes iMotion.

A
We weren’t aware of those apps, so you know the project’s given us those ideas and things. And as I say, certainly the Pablo one we’ve used since. Again, I think the iMotion because you know children want something instant isn’t it, and it’s kind of each shot it’s over in a second, you know that would be more difficult to replicate and that’s not something I particularly followed up with the children. But certainly the Pablo app and the gif and the little films and light shows and things we have used, so that’s good. I’ve forgotten your question.

Q
That’s OK, don’t worry. How confident were you in engaging in some of the technical aspects of it? Like going into the project, how did you feel about it?

A
I think after the training day, because you know people mentioned conductive Play Doh and it sounds like really scary and, ‘My goodness what’s that?’ isn’t it? But I think the fact that Jackie had talked to us about it, I Googled it, people came in and we actually had that opportunity to do it as staff training, you know it didn’t kind of scare me at all. I know some staff we kind of, as I say, worried about the health and safety of it, and some staff just didn’t embrace it at all and kind of avoided it I think. But you know we all have our kind of interests and that’s the great thing about nursery isn’t it, working as part of a team actually, that different people have different strengths etc. So yeah I wasn’t daunted by it. I was a little bit, as I say, concerned about how the children would manage with some of the things, but not so much that I was like, you know I wasn’t saying, “Oh we’re not going to do that” or, “No, no I don’t think that’s appropriate”. But it’s just about like you say, adapting it and thinking about how it’s going to go in other ways. I did feel in the week that, as I say, I just left the team to get on with it, which perhaps wasn’t the idea. But you know I did kind of do some little observations, I did take some photographs, did do some kind of little movie clips myself, so you know we’d got our own evidence of it. And yeah, I’ve been enthusiastic about sharing it, and I think going with Jackie and talking to different practitioners about it and seeing how well received it was, you think, “Oh actually that was a good thing to do and be part of’. Yeah I’ve enjoyed it.

Q
Brilliant. And so you’ve mentioned the importance of the training day and how valuable you felt that was. What other training would you have liked or would like in the future to undertake this kind of project? Anything you would add in to those training days?

A
As I say I think, because we’ve developed some of the things particularly around the electric circuit, I just think it would be nice for staff to sort of re-visit it actually and able to have another go. Now they’ve seen how the children responded I think it would be kind of nice to go back. And certainly myself and Judith and Helena went to, just before which holiday – February half term, we went to the Leeds…oh what was it called…like art project type, you know…oh what do they call it…like a recycling art space. And they’ve got a bit of a makerspace there with hammers and nails and things, and you know that’s something else that we’ve kind of introduced as well, we’ve got…I think after Jackie sort of mentioned about makerspaces, even before the project, the week, Millie, who is really into woodwork, you know, we bought some hammers and nails and we made a little trolley with wood and things for the children. So it’s not out all the time because staff again were a bit fearful about the supervision of it, but it’s something that we can bring in and out, it’s mobile, can move it between the different classrooms and inside and out if we want to and things like that. So that was nice.
In terms of training, I don’t know really, I think what would be nice I guess is for…I got to see it through Jackie about what other people in the project were involved in. So obviously the bit at the other school in [the city] where they did the houses that lit up and the Christmas things, you know I think it would be quite nice in terms of an idea sharing, you know what other people have done. Because obviously ours was five quick little activities wasn’t it, whereas theirs was much more of a bigger, longer one project I suppose. So it would be nice I think for staff to perhaps have a bit of input and feedback with other practitioners about the project and how that went. And I think kind of the website I think is hopefully going to be a resource that we can hopefully tap into and we can share at staff meetings and things like that.

Q
Definitely. And like you say you mentioned about the fact that you had like quite an intensive week long project.
A
Yeah that was it I think wasn’t it, you know in terms of…every day it was a different activity. The only thing that we’ve not done probably a version of is kind of with the copper tape, we’ve not done that, and we’ve not tried the pens to make circuits and things, again because it was kind of cost prohibitive. One of the other things that I am keen to look up is the…you know the LED lights on the strip that they did put under painting, so that’s something that I’d like to kind of develop because I think, you know children love their drawings but actually to see them light up I think was quite special and something that we could develop.

Q
Definitely. And in terms of it being a week, do you think that had any particular benefit or hindrance to the children in how they responded to it?

A
No, as I say other than the fact that it was only in a morning and, you know some children didn’t get that chance because children all have individual attendance patterns, you know, some couldn’t kind of follow it on. I think there was something new introduced every day and we wouldn’t normally do that in nursery, would we, you know we’d perhaps do the light boxes and do that however long the children’s interests were in it for instance, rather than kind of saying, “Right, we are doing that this hour and then we’re doing something else tomorrow’ etc. So I think in terms of rules it would be a time and just go with it, while ever the children were interested keep it out to go in and then perhaps introduce something new the next week, or you know whatever depending on the children’s interests. So it was nice to see all the different activities and see the children’s response to them, but in terms of getting that bigger picture I guess it was a snapshot wasn’t it?

Q
Yeah I can see that. And to quickly go back to you, how you feel the children responded to it. Did you notice any particular gender differences in how the children responded to the project?
A
No, no I didn’t actually. And that’s been true of the science in that the girls are as keen as the boys. And I think, yeah pretty much girls and boys participated in everything didn’t they actually, you know looking back. I’d not kind of thought of it in that way, but I know with the science some of the girls are the first to get the lab coats on and the goggles out and things like that. And looking back I think girls and boys participated didn’t they, so that was good. And children with additional needs, children with EAL, so the whole…it was open to all and that’s what was good.

Q
Brilliant. So you’ve already mentioned some factors that can be a little bit difficult in continuing the project’s activities, things like resources, cost and things like that, and nursery time as well and stuff. So how sustainable do you think it is? You’ve mentioned that you’re already adapting things to do these activities, so how sustainable do you think it all is?

A
As I say, I think it’s one of those things isn’t it where you know not every child every week could make a little torch and take it home, but you know we did the special science workshop where if children made a torch on that workshop they could take it home. And we’d applied for a science grant so that gave us a little bit of extra money that we wouldn’t normally have so we could buy the little battery packs, we could buy the bulbs, you know batteries etc. And if children chose with their parents to make a torch then they could take it home because that was money, you know it wasn’t coming out of the school money. So I think we’re kind of looking at different ways of sustaining it, but you know not having [unclear] involved all day every day because children get the opportunity to create and make things with boxes, junk, you know those kind of things. But hopefully it’s there at the back of their mind if children do make something really good and really special that we’ve got the resources in and around school now to say, “Well, actually, your clown or whatever, we could make his nose light up” or…you know, I don’t know.
Q
No that’s fab.

A
But you know hopefully people have got that in the back of their minds haven’t they where they go, “Ooh, could make a little bit of film”. So, you know, children do stories and we describe the children’s stories, so sometimes it might be nice that we actually record that story in terms of using the iMotion or whatever as a special every now and again because we’ve got it in the back of our minds and it’s there. So I’d hate it to kind of go away completely, but…
Q
That’s brilliant. I think the idea of adapting is great and definitely if it makes it more sustainable it’s great. So any other barriers that you think there are in continuing this type of project in the future, or do you think you’ve kind of covered them all?

A
No I think, as I say, it’s like with anything unfortunately, it is the cost isn’t it of consumables. You know a piece of paper cost point whatever, whereas a battery and a bulb and a pack cost more. But I think, you know when an adult is there with the resources, you know they can ensure that children treat it right and with respect and, you know they don’t throw bulbs on the floor and stand on them and break them, you know all those kind of things. So I think it’s kind of getting that balance isn’t it? And I think in nursery, you know we want to follow children’s interests and we want to develop their interest in things, and hopefully in terms of the technology it’s given us a little bit more of an idea. So I think the cost and the time. And I don’t mean time as in…I just think when you’re doing those things it is quite, as I say, adult intensive and there’s everything else going on. But because we’ve looked at other ways of providing that, i.e. with our volunteer Lee, you know we are doing it in a different way.
Q
That’s brilliant. And what would you do differently in the project if it was to run again, if anything. What would you do differently in the project?

A
As I say, I think if it were possible perhaps to do less activities, to have them out longer, to have the resources left in school in between the days, the visits whatever, so that all the children could kind of participate in the project. Because obviously we sent out the questionnaires, the information consent forms to all families because, as I say our children do dip in and out of different sessions, so they could have all involved or not. So I think for us it’s about giving children all the same opportunities really. They don’t all take it up but at least I feel to be inclusive, providing the same experiences for everybody. And obviously, you know we didn’t have 3 or 4 extra adults around all day every day, and I know that that’s being part of the project. So I guess the time and to have perhaps less things out for a little bit longer just to see the children’s interests and whether it waned, whether they took it in their own directions, you know their own ideas. Because we were actually presenting children weren’t we with someone else’s ideas, with an adult’s ideas, the project’s ideas, whereas obviously in nursery we tend to follow the children’s interests. So it would have been interesting to see how the children would have…where they would have taken it and how we could have followed it on, and you know whether their interest in light boxes led to anything else, or circuits or whatever it was, just to see where the children take it, whether it was like, ‘Oh I’ve done that today, that’s it, I’m not bothered, don’t ever want to do it again’, or whether that’s really, ‘We’re very enthusiastic and wanted to re-visit and develop’. So I think that would have been better, but I appreciate the restraints of the project.
Q
Yeah but it’s a great thing to know though if it’s done again and things like that. So I know that not all children got to take part and stuff like that, so I’ll change this question slightly to, did any of the children who didn’t get to be involved know about it or hear about it from other children?
A
As I say at group time, you know when we talked about what the children had done and things like that, obviously you know when children were going home and they were saying, “Oh can I take my light box, can I take my torch?”, so those kind of things. But as I say, we tried to give all the children an opportunity to do it at some point, i.e. so the torches, making a torch was available as I say as part of the workshop, making circuits, conductive Play Doh with Lee you know at other times. And again not all children participated but we try and ensure that they can if they want, you know it’s there. So Lee comes in at the beginning of the week and at the end of the week morning and afternoons you know, that kind of thing. So you know we try.
Q
That’s brilliant. And has the project changed the way children feel about their immediate environments and how they interact with their nursery space now?
A
Good question – I don’t know. Yeah, I don’t know really, no. I think obviously they’re more…I mean the sensory room, because the children in our base, because the sensory room tends to be used for groups with children with additional needs, I think it made the other children aware that it was there and there were things that they could do. Mmm, yeah I don’t know. As I say, science that Lee’s been doing certainly is well received and enthused, you know the parents love it, he’s always getting little thank you cards for giving his time and resources and things for coming in to do that. So I think parents appreciate that we offer something a bit different to the norm and the run of the mill type thing. I don’t know about the children whether they use the environment differently. I think we’ve always tried to be quite creative with the environment, as I say provide different experiences. The children have always loved making things anyway, whatever. No I’m not sure.

Q
That’s fine, that’s not a problem. And you mentioned already a few of the parents’ reactions to the project, what would you say the reaction has been like overall from parents?

A
I think some parents kind of knew that it was going to happen but then probably didn’t see anything happen because it was an afternoon etc, etc. Nobody’s kind of said, “Well, why weren’t my child involved, I thought this was happening, that was happening?” So I think for us what we tend to do is, I try and produce a powerpoint for the entrance hall, so any images that I’ve got, evidence from the day, I kind of produced a powerpoint so that the parents could see the type of things that were happening. As I say we then said well we’ll do the science workshop that will follow up some of those kind of activities so that they could all have a turn. And as I say, I think the parents, like Henry’s mum was really enthusiastic as I say with the app etc, etc. You know parents generally where the children are involved, like where they took the little torches home, you know all said, “Oh this is really nice”.
We actually asked one of the parents who is a governor, a new governor, and the Chair of Governors and myself were looking round at knowledge and understanding of the world, so looking at evidence within the classroom in terms of activities, experiences, displays, they have a photo book from every day so obviously that’s something else where we shared with parents what we were doing. And our Chair of Governors said to her, we were looking at all the images that the children were making with torches and light boxes etc, and you know Helen our Chair of Governors said, “Oh it would be nice if we could produce some like little packs and sell them”, (a) as a little bit of a money making, kind of we’ll sell them for a couple of quid but they’ve only cost us a pound or whatever, try and make a little bit of money you know to try and capture the children’s interests etc. And so she said to this parent who’s a mum, you know doing research, psychology, child development etc, got a little boy who is really quite enthusiastic, you know, “Do you think if we got some little packs together to make their own torches or whatever, as a parent would you be interested in buying one?” She went, “no”. So she was quite…you know. As I say, we’ve had nobody who has said anything specifically about it but we’ve had parents who kind of certainly the follow-up, the science and those activities, that have been quite enthusiastic about it. And I think, you know. parents appreciate what we do, as I say we do things, we get involved in projects that are a bit different anyway just to give those different new experiences.

Q
Brilliant, that’s fab. And do you feel that the project related to your normal early years practice?
A
Yes, yeah.

Q
Because I think you mentioned that it…
A
Yeah, because I think children are exploring, experimenting, creating, you know making things as part of nursery. As I say, I remember when I did the talk with Jackie and one of the things that I did when I looked up makerspaces, I found something and, you know when I looked at all the words and I shared it with staff at a staff meeting and said, “Right, this is what a makerspace is”, and they all went, “Well, that’s nursery”. So yeah.

Q
That’s great, I love that. And what would your advice be to other teachers thinking about setting up makerspaces in their nurseries?

A
Yeah go for it, absolutely, absolutely go for it. You know I think in terms of health and safety you’ve got to be mindful of it, but it certainly shouldn’t put you off doing it. I think, you know it’s like with anything, we want to give the children the very best experience, we want to give them real objects don’t we, and you know we give them real cups and saucers in the home corner so why not give them real batteries and bulbs and things to actually make their own circuits etc. So to me, you know, not every child will be interested in it but you’re giving them that experience. And those children that are, really love it you know. And we’re letting them see aren’t we that actually scientists, artists, those jobs, those things to aspire to actually are there for them and, you know, yeah. That’s it.
Q
Great, brilliant. And do you have any just like final thoughts on the project that you think will be useful in our analysis?

A
What do I think would be useful? I don’t know.

Q
Or anything else you’d like to say that we’ve not covered, anything?

A
Erm…no, as I say I think just sharing the ideas across the project, you know perhaps getting people together or something in some way to celebrate really the project I think. Because obviously we had the couple of visitors didn’t we who came from different countries here, but obviously we didn’t get that opportunity to go out there and see a makerspace in action. So you know with young children where perhaps other settings, other countries, are further on with it would be really nice. Obviously I know money and things are prohibited, but I think in terms of the fact that it is an international project it would be nice to kind of see in some way, and whether the website is a way of doing that rather than actually us all bobbing off to Sweden or somewhere, it might be very nice but not practical. So I think sharing of ideas would be good and seeing where other people within the city, further afield, are with it would be really good.
Q
Brilliant, that’s great. Fab. Anything else?

A
No I think that was great, thank you. Sorry I felt like I did repeat myself a lot.

Q
Not at all, thank you ever so much for your time and it’s been really great, thank you.
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