MakEY Sheffield Project

Setting B: Nursery Head
Q
So it is the 14th of March 2018, it is 20 past one, I am Betty interviewing Anna for the MakEY project. Just for the record can I just double check that you have read the information sheets?
A
Yes.

Q
Have you got any questions that you’d like to ask about it before we start?

A
Not just yet.

Q
OK. And you have signed the consent form?

A
Yeah.

Q
Brilliant. So what did you know about makerspaces before the project?

A
Before the project, not a lot until I looked online and then found that it was sort of like American ideas that have started to be influencing to here or into England, and [I got information] from the Sheffield website and through Jackie’s pages.
Q
Cool, brilliant, and what kind of things did you find out on reading about it online in terms of what they did and provided?

A
It’s quite a lot of free choice type of creating. There were different things you can make from practically anything, and that we started looking at the digital side of how to make things move or work or create.

Q
Brilliant. So what is your understanding of makerspaces now that the project’s finished?

A
Probably much the same but probably that it [unclear] you more into schools or around Sheffield. They have the pop-up makerspaces and things like that, and there’s other schools involved and other areas involved in this big project that’s hopefully leading to other things.
Q
Brilliant. Has your understanding of the kinds of activities that take place in makerspaces changed at all from your involvement in the project?

A
I’m not sure the makerspaces in other schools but in ours we’ve really liked having that practical exploration and that discovery and having to find things out, rather than ‘this is what it’s going to do’ and they’ve found things that work and don’t work and how to improve it themselves. So I’m sure the makerspace must be the same, that it’s about the exploration rather than the finished product.

Q
That’s great, that’s really interesting. And how do you feel that the project went?

A
Ours really liked it. It was interesting that the boys at the beginning of the week were really engaged, the boys at the end of it were really engaged but in the mornings it was the girls that were engaged, the afternoons the boys. We have different cohorts of children, different groups, the boys at the end of the week really took to that, and in the mornings it was the girls that took to it more.
Q
And for you what were the key highlights for the project?

A
I liked our display at the end when the children could share it with the parents and all the children could say what they’d done. And I think with it being something that…it was like their sense of achievement. Before the night we had the big exhibition they then, to start with nothing, or a template, then they’ve lit it up and they’ve made it work and it was their excitement that they could actually do it and they had achieved what they set out to do, or they found a new skill.

Q
Brilliant. So do you think having something at the end to show for it all, like the exhibition that you did, is really important in the activities that are included in makerspaces?

A
I think it was nice, yeah, because they can show their parents and tell their parents what they’ve done, and it’s like everything they’ve brought together rather than just being one individual thing that’s then put away. It was everybody had made something, everybody’s were on display.

Q
So you mentioned it was important for like the parents to see it, or that it was nice for them to see it, do you think it’s important for the children to be able to show their parents and the parents begin to understand in terms of having makerspaces in schools?

A
Yeah, I think it would be very nice if parents had had the chance to make it with them as well, if we’d set up another store, another area where parents could have had a go and done some hands-on. Because I think parents still didn’t realise that it could be that everybody could use it rather than just us in a session. But then I’m sure the children who had taken the things home might have shown parents how they’ve made them hopefully, got them still working.

Q
So do you think that parents’ involvement is really important?

A
It is. I think it would be nice if they could share it with parents to how to actually make it. It’s nice if parents engage in coming to attend when we do an exhibition at the end and have involvement and share their achievement with the children, let the children share their achievement with them.

Q
So in going forward would you have any ideas or recommendations about how you would engage parents with makerspaces?

A
With the makerspace that’s in school?

Q
Yeah.

A
I suppose I could do like workshops with parents, you could have maybe a stay and play day and have a workshop that way and parents can be engaged in makerspaces. And I’m sure even further up school, we have our exhibitions anyway so parents could be more involved. I’m not really sure if…but I know in nursery we could definitely have a stay and play session for this end of school.
Q
That’s sounds really great, it sounds a great, great idea. And what were the challenges of the project for you?

A
Our challenges?

Q
Yeah.

A
For the adults, I’m not really sure. The children found it was like the manual, the dexterity, the feeling of the things, that’s their challenge. I’m not sure for the adults. Challenging from the adults’ side, what our challenge might be, or from both?

Q
Both would be great.

A
Just let me think. Like for us it’s time, and we had everybody around us, we’re still trying to do a makerspace and managing nursery at the same time, do you know like things around. But of the children and theirs, it was interesting to see those that could manage it. Some hadn’t got the finer motor skills to manipulate things so I suppose that’s their challenge; or the attention, because some were fleeting and came and then went, but others stayed for quite a long time. So it’s just the difference between each individual child.

Q
And do you think it’s also to do with…so down to the individual child as you say, and then also the kinds of activities that are offered, do you think that that’s what really provides the challenge in terms of things like dexterity when you’re really young – you mentioned that as being their sort of challenge. So do you think that’s an issue in terms of designing the kinds of activities that makerspaces can provide in a nursery setting?

A
Yeah I suppose…but I mean you see most of them managed it didn’t they, most of them did it, it was just some that found it more challenging. I suppose we can adapt it that way by having some that are pre…had the tape? like pre-made, I think partly made, and they had to just find out how to put the lights in. Or instead of pushing the batteries into the actual holes, then things that are already made up some of the challenges are took away, but it’s just the lighting it then and working out how to make it work.
Q
That sounds like a really good idea. That’s great. Were there any children that you were surprised about in terms of their response to the project?

A
Yeah, some that you didn’t think would want to stay did stay longer. A little boy in the afternoon, Lee, he’s one that doesn’t always engage for particularly long times but he stayed a considerable length. Helen, another one that finds attention sometimes really hard, she was on task for a long time in the morning, she stayed there. Some didn’t surprise us, some had that fleeting, ‘I’ve been, I’ve tried it, can’t do it, I’ve gone, I’m not bothered, I’m not coming back’. But then there’s that return, in those children that kept returning, that wanted to have a go. It’s nice to see that they kept trying and persevering.

Q
And do you think that the idea of returning, you noticed about all the sessions with the same children, or was that something that maybe some of them surprised you in the first session, they did the whole kind of ‘We’ve tried it, I’m not going to come back’ thing that you mentioned and then they started to engage more?
A
Yeah we did leave it out, we had it out quite often that week, so some were just exploring it and trying things out. It was nice outside as well when we took it outside that different children accessed it then because it was somewhere different, they might not have wanted an inside activity but tried it outside.

Q
Oh brilliant.

A
And we’ve got like tools and things out, it could be that we have some sort of challenge out like that that’s more often more accessible and is on-going rather than just for that time.

Q
That’s great. So you had it out in the week outside of the workshops as well?

A
Yeah we had it out all that week so they could carry on making them so they could come back and re-visit. We had the visuals out to try and see if they can stay focused and stay on task a bit longer. So yeah they had it out quite often.

Q
Brilliant. And would you suggest that that is something that makerspaces in nurseries should do outside of the structured workshops?

A
Yeah I think it would be. I hope they would do it anyway, I wouldn’t think they’d just do it in that allocated hour or two hours or a couple of hours space. We had ours out all week so need to re-visit and re-try. And some children don’t want that adult pressure necessarily on top of them all the time, they like to come back and figure it out themselves more than have an adult say, ‘This is how you do it’ or, ‘You need to do this next’.

Q
Definitely. And so you took it outside as well.

A
Yeah we had it outside, yeah.

Q
That’s really cool. Was it easy to transfer outside, or…

A
Yeah it was exactly the same. We had a table outside, it was in a big sport? tray on top of the table so we just had all the things in there and they can come and access it. They put them on the window sill behind, well the window ledge behind so they had somewhere to put them.

Q
Oh brilliant.

A
But then enjoyed it outside. It was the same as inside, exactly the same, just went outside.

Q
And different children came when it was outside?

A
Yeah because they think it’s a different challenge.

Q
That’s really interesting, that’s really cool. And so you mentioned about how some of the children responded to the project already, have you got any other examples that you’d like to share that surprised you or you were really pleased about particularly. Or anything that you weren’t pleased about as well?

A
No, just that some children they just want to do it all the time. I think it’s like Annie and Helen and Ruby, some would stay there all day and just keep making for everybody. It was also nice to see that other children would then tell other children how to do it. There were a couple of instances, like Luke had told other children, “You need to do this first and then this’ and they were teaching each other. So you could see they had picked up what they needed to do and then they could pass on their skills.

Q
That’s brilliant.

A
I think it was nice to see that, that they were helping each other.

Q
And do you think…so help from adults running the session as well as children helping each other is really integral to the makerspace atmosphere?

A
Yeah. I know we had a lot of adults in a very small space, I think sometimes you need a bigger space. But even on the days when there was just me and Casey, it was me or Casey that was there, there’s only one adult and still quite a lot of children wanting to have a go. So I think it was nice them leading each other and just exploring it, just trying it, and if it didn’t work it didn’t work, and if it worked then great. Then if they did it it’s that problem-solving and figuring it out, and if they needed some adult help asking for it and…we all figured it out.
Q
Fantastic. Would you have any suggestions about the kind of help that is provided in those makerspace activities, whether it was from adults or not? What kind of help would you suggest that would be good to aid the children – maybe that’s a bit clearer?

A
Well we made the strips didn’t we with the…how to build it. So I think having clearer visuals where they could follow instructions. Because I was very much like to see each stage, we try and break it down. So I suppose having something visual in each step they can….maybe from nothing to finished product they can follow a pattern and….
Q
Yeah, that’s great, that’s fabulous. So where there any children whose behaviour changed as a result in participating in the project?

A
Not long term. Some did focus attention better on the projects, I think it engaged them, so they found it interesting so they were engaged and they were challenged at that time. Whether they transfer that skill somewhere else and engage in another activity, or was back to the same level of play they had before. But I know several children it did surprise how long they stayed focused when usually they’ve got quite fleeting attention.

Q
And you say that focus – just let me check I’ve got this right – the focus of some children was better than you expected in the activity, but it didn’t necessarily extend beyond into other nursery activities.

A
Other areas, yeah, so they’ve not lengthened the time they spend anywhere else, but they did then because that activity focused their attention and got them. So they were interested then. I mean we might have had other things out, I mean some boys are now at the Play Doh table, they might stay there long because that’s interesting them now, but I don’t think it always means that it lasts for everything they do. But I think they liked the fact that they could create something and they can see something’s going to work or not work, it’s, ‘Why is it not working?’ And it’s that problem-solving, that self-challenge that they can just explore and try and work out.

Q
Fantastic. So I know you mentioned already that you did notice some gender differences in children participating in the project, with the boys in the afternoon and the girls in the morning. Are there any other gender differences that you noticed, or if you’d like to expand on what you’ve already said?

A
Obviously the girls in the morning, we’ve got exactly 22 girls, 22 
boys in that cohort so it was split down the middle for the numbers. But we seemed to have more girls wanting to participate in the mornings and beginning of the week sessions. Yet in the afternoons at the end of the week it was the boys. But it was the full day children it seemed to be more engaged. That might be because they are older than some of the morning and afternoon children. But the girls, it seemed to split itself by the sessions we offered, and we didn’t do anything different, it just seemed that the girls that we’ve got at the beginning of the week seemed to be that type of child that wanted to explore, and the afternoons – like we’ve got them in today, it’s like your Lee and your Colin’s, that’s more their interests.

Q
Cool, that’s great. So you also mentioned age as well, that some of the children in the nursery are slightly older, do you think that played a big part in their…
A
I think that did for their innovative skills because obviously they’re 12 months older than some of the younger ones in the same cohort so they’ve got finer motor skills, they’re more advanced and they could do it. But whilst the cognitive skills, like the speaking, they’ve got more reasoning and understanding than some of those that are like the August born. Because I’m just thinking about some of our boys that in the beginning of the week they are very young, so maybe that didn’t interest them because their age is affecting them, or like it’s got an influence; rather than the boys that were engaged at the end are the older boys.

Q
Yeah I clearly get what you mean. So do you feel that the children learnt…what do you feel the children learnt, if they learnt anything, during the project?

A
I think with them they’ve learnt by trial and error, they’ve learnt…I don’t know if they’ll transfer it to anything else but they’re all interested in the fact that batteries, they know batteries make things work, but I think it’s because they could then actually physically see that the light lit up, or it didn’t light. I think it’s like persistence in their own…they probably learnt that through trial and error, and it’s just their persisting in an activity, that staying focused and trying again, it’s just succeeding isn’t it?

Q
Yeah. So you feel that they learned that trial and error can work. Do you feel like there was any particular skills that they learnt, or…

A
I think they’ve learnt that you have to have things set a certain way, you had to have the batteries…the batteries had to be connected a certain way, the light had to be connected a certain way. I don’t think they’d probably be able to tell us now that it had to be like long leg to the red, I don’t think that would…some might remember, but I’m not sure if they would. But I think again they’ve learnt more by, ‘It doesn’t work this way, why doesn’t it work, I’ll turn it round, oh it works this way’. So I think it’s just that’s how they’ve explored it now, they experienced it.
Q
That’s great. So you’ve already mentioned that in terms of the children’s challenges dexterity was a big one.

A
Yeah.

Q
Is there anything else that you think they might have found challenging, or any obstacles that they met along the way?

A
Their persistence, sticking at it, perseverance. I’m not really sure which…I might have to think about it and think…if there are extra things I could…
Q
Yeah that’s fine, I can always come back at the end and just check if there’s anything else, that’s fine, it’s not a problem. What do you feel was the value of having the makerspace staff member, so John, involved in the project?

A
I think it’s nice because he was more knowledgeable, he knew how to work the electronics more than we did. We were learning with the children so I think it was nice having that expert that…and it’s somebody that’s not just teaching them regular, so it was somebody different, because especially a male role figure, they do like male role figures in early years. But having somebody different that was saying, ‘Oh look, I’m the expert, I’m passing this knowledge on, this is how we do it’, I think they like that and they were engaging with him.

Q
And would that be something that you would recommend to other nurseries looking at implementing makerspaces?

A
If they’ve got someone like that, or that could provide like a kit and instructions I think it would be really useful if you came with the project or didn’t come with the project, I think it could be either way.

Q
That’s great. And how confident were you in engaging with some of the technical and technological aspects of the project?

A
We simplified it, well I simplified it. Do you know with like the current, because you know there’s a current in…we showed them a bottle of water, you know to show them that it flows. So we sort of like simplified the words we’d use and we just said, ‘It’s got to make a circuit, it’s got to go completely round’. So I think we just simplified things and made it so that they could understand it easier. I don’t know if it was a right or wrong thing to do, I don’t know if…like we didn’t mentioned ‘positives’ and ‘negatives’ to them, we just said, ‘It needs a current and this is what it needs, it’s going to flow and sometimes you stop it if it’s not working, we need to make it to be continuous’. And we modelled it to the children as simply as we could, so simplify it.

Q
That’s great. Were there any other methods that you used to sort of simplify things for the children?

A
Using a picture as instructions. They modelled it in a group time afterwards, because after John had done the first one, because we wanted to leave it out in provision we did it as a group time. So then I made the picture strips so we could break it down. And it’s talking about following instructions, so, ‘You need this first and then we need to add this, then you need to…’ do you know like, so it made it easier so they could follow. And having those pictures out they could re-visit it themselves at their own speed, or you can say, ‘Oh look you’ve missed this step out, this is why it didn’t light up because you didn’t put the copper tape on’ and things.
Q
That’s great. So how confident were you as a staff member implementing the workshop in terms of the technological aspects of it, and if you’ve got any experiences – is it Casey as well, because she’s not here any more – how confident were you guys in implementing the workshops?

A
We sort of like followed the lead of when John was in, so we’d follow what he was doing and then afterwards we carried it on as just being the normal facilitators that we usually do just by re-visiting the same steps. So I think we was confident with that activity. Whether we explored it in different things is somewhere… we could make a light on a Christmas tree or we could make things light up, we could use card, and there’s them play dough things we’ve not really explored very much yet. But the simple bits I think we could manage.
Q
And were those the things that you’d want to explore?

A
Well we did say we’d like to try it for next year as well, especially the Christmas trees. Whether we make it with a wooden template that John could either pre-cut and it was exactly the same. We would like to make something like that again with them which is quite easy, even if it has been on cardboard, but if we’ve got the same principles we could use the same ideas and we would be able to facilitate that and pass that skill on again to next year’s cohort of children.

Q
And so you mentioned the laser cut Christmas trees that John did. Obviously in the project the children made their own Christmas trees and John laser cut them, do you think that that kind of individual aspect is especially important to the makerspaces, that the children can see that they’ve designed their Christmas tree and now here it is in a different form for having them?

A
I think as a school with the costing, because I know that if you made identical ones the costing would be cheaper because there would be less wastage on his side so we cut our costs down. It’s nice making individual ones but sometimes it’s not necessarily the skill of the actual Christmas tree, it’s making it light isn’t it, so the skill was to make the light work rather than design your own Christmas tree. And it’s which bit of design and technology we are looking at isn’t it, whether it’s creating it on a card or having one that’s already pre-made and you can light it up. Because it’s individual how they light it, whether they use one light, six lights, if they only use one strip or lots of different ways to put the tape on. So I’d feel perfectly fine having 60 identical trees but all lit up differently because they would all have different lighting patterns, do you know what I mean, rather than…

Q
Yeah, that’s great.

A
For a school it would be the cost that would stop us from making individual trees. If it was going to be £1 a Christmas tree or 30p a Christmas tree it would be the 30p Christmas trees that would win.

Q
Of course, yeah.

A
Times it by the number of children, yeah.

Q
So just re-visiting the Play Doh, you know how confident you’d feel sort of looking at other aspects and stuff like that, having someone who…like say a maker come in or someone who knew about conductive play dough and that kind of activity, is that something that you feel would be either necessary or particularly helpful in expanding the activities that you might carry out in the nursery makerspace? Does that make sense?

A
Yeah, I think the Play Doh things, it’s one of those things that we could try by trial and error, so I don’t think we would need somebody to be showing us how to make it conduct, we’d know that you need the two lumps separate, I think we’d be able to figure that one out ourselves. But it was interesting because John knew more about the circuits for how to make the lights and the light stands are created, it was nice for an expert there. But I think if it was just lighting up with just LED and play dough, I think we’d manage that as a team, and it could be something that’s just out.

Q
Definitely, that sounds really great. So what other training would you like to be able to undertake in this kind of project? So you kind of mentioned having someone come in, that’s really, really helpful. Are there any other things, any other kinds of training that you think would be useful for undertaking…
A
I know I was talking about this with Ciara next door the other door. Because I was saying it would be nice…because we’ve got the idea of how we know that we can conduct this electric. Throughout school we use real projects and I was just saying as…I mean I was in post for the ICT in school, I used to [unclear] the D & T team, design and technology team, and I know further up school we don’t use a lot of electronics, it all seems to have disappeared, we’re not sort of doing as many design things, design and technology things we used to do. And I don’t think anybody has ever…other than when we’ve been on the…every year there’s the…I’ve forgotten the name of it….every other year there’s a STEM in the Museum – I can’t remember the name of the Museum in town, I don’t know if you know?
Q
Oh is it the one in the Winter Gardens?

A
No the Museum that’s the old…where the best machine is, where the steam machine is on…I can’t think of the name, the area that it is, down the canals…
Q
Oh it’s escaped me as well.

A
Yeah I can’t think of it, do you know the place at the bottom of [name of city]?

Q
Yeah.

A
And there’s a Museum down there and every year they have a challenge. So we take groups of children there, but there’s an amount of children that don’t know how when they first get there to make a motor work and electronics. We’ve got things in school but it’s so old and things are lost and batteries are flat, people don’t use it, so it’s like reviving the skills that we’ve already had we’ve sort of lost because it’s been pushed to one side for other projects. So I was just saying to Ciara that it would be nice if I did a bit of…like John showed us how to do, come and have a look and I’ll show you what we’ve done, you might be able to use it to light up your houses in your Tudor town or….do you know, like we could pass on a skill that way. I don’t know what other training that I need for it, there are probably hundreds of things that I could learn and find out. But I thought that’s something I could pass on to the rest of our team as ‘this is what we did and this is how it can be made useful’.

Q
That sounds really, really great. I think passing on information would be really important and really great, like especially if you feel that it’s something you had and you lost because of other projects.

A
Yeah I think it’s like…nobody seems to use...they used to always make cars that move and things, and we’re not following that old design and technology curriculum any more, it’s adapted and evolved into real projects that I think it’s just sort of lost, we’re not doing a lot of motors and bells and things any more.

Q
Is there anything else? So you mentioned that there are probably loads of things that you could do, have you got any ideas of the kind of things that you would be particularly interested in learning and bringing in?

A
I don’t know, there’s like things on the iPad and there’s other things that way that we’ve not really explored much, we could find other apps or other technologies. The children the other year loved the Aurasma [AR app] and the pop-out things that that could create. So I think it’s time that puts us off and some dated equipment, I mean we’ve got old iPads – well not even iPads, old tablets that don’t update any more, and we sort of lose equipment and then we don’t replace it because there’s no money. I suppose there’s other things we could explore.

Q
That’s great, thank you. And how sustainable…so you touched on a couple of things like time and the financial things, so in terms of how sustainable you think this kind of project is for your nursery is there anything you’d like to expand on that you’ve already said, or anything else you’d like to add?
A
I think like sustainability, I think if it’s making a finished product – which I know it shouldn’t be about the finished product it’s the process to get there – having a kit where we can just explore is fine and it’s just exploring it and it’s just replacing batteries, if you want to start then having something they can take home like a Christmas tree next year, it’s keeping the costs down so that it can be sustainable so it’s a £1 a child rather than £4 or £5 a child, or 30p a child rather than…do you know what I mean? So it’s like how easy and how sustainable it can be that way. Because when you times it by…we’ve got 78 children potentially in nursery, it adds up straightaway. Parents can make contributions, which they’re great at doing that, but having a kit that we can use in school and it’s just a kit and it’s about the process of lighting things up is great, we can afford that, having things to take home is where we start looking at costs, implications and having to cost it out or having to ask for donations. And as I say it’s sustainability isn’t it, it’s how can we keep that cost.

Q
Is there anything else you’d like to tell us about the time thing as well?

A
We always find time, we can always make time. Having a dedicated session is great but things happen around nursery that we still need, so we would give it an allocated time but we probably wouldn’t do it in a 2 or 3 hour block, it would be more like a 20 minute block and then you’d visit it lots of times throughout a week or two weeks. Much as we did when it was in the free choice continuity vision, it was ongoing. Much as like anything else we do in nursery, if you put an activity out it’s not out once it’s out over a period of time so that we can re-visit it and you can work your way through everybody having a go.

Q
And what about time for you guys as staff members as well in implementing those activities?
A
Again you’d have a member of staff there as you needed, but if it means you have to leave it and you go somewhere else and come back that’s just part of nursery, that’s what happens. We’re around, sometimes we’re like actually ‘OK we’ve finished for a minute I’ll be back in 5’. If the children aren’t there when you come back then you ask them to come back or start again with other children. So it’s the staff team, it would fit in, it would just be…I wouldn’t want it just to be out once and to have vanished, it would have to be that it would be out for a while and we’d work with it while it was there.
Q
That sounds great. So you’ve kind of touched on this already and I’m just going to ask it anyway just to see if there’s anything else that you want to expand on or add to it about what barriers there are if any to continuing this type of project in the future?

A
Yeah barriers are money and time. It’s keeping that interest as well isn’t it. I think for a project to be out, the children re-visit things often don’t they, so you’d have it out for so long, it might go away for a couple of months and come back out. I think keeping it around that would be good. To have a finished project in the end, we would get there, it would just be that it would be over a long period of time. And then it’s the money costs, it’s the same thing that would…topping up resources.
Q
And so is there anything that you would do differently in the project if it was to run again?

A
No because if it was run again I think it’s quite nice, I did like it. We would do something with John again if we wanted to do that. Maybe we could make more of the houses in school as another project rather than have it as a home learning, but we wanted the quantity rather than, ‘Oh no I’ll be there’ because the idea was lighting them up, not the building them. But if we ran it again then maybe we could build in different steps and have like a timeline of events that we’d make a house, then we make this, do you know and build up that way.

Q
That sounds lovely, sounds great. Is there anything else that you want to add to that, or anything different that you’d do?

A
I think we’re now seeing the experts in because they’re the expert and they’re passing on their knowledge and we’re all learning, I think the children like to see us learning as well because then we can say, ‘Well I didn’t know that’ and you’re asking the expert how to do it. But I would equally wouldn’t mind delivering it myself just to our group and saying, ‘This is how we can make it’ because I’ve already said next year it would be nice to make the Christmas trees again for Christmas – but possibly just have a Christmas tree template and have a set.
Q
Yeah. So what has the first response been of children in other classes to the project?

A
Other classes to the project? They didn’t really see much of it, the costing again didn’t make it spread to next door and the rest of the school has only seen a sneak peak as they’ve gone through. I don’t know actually if the rest of the school really understand it, but then I know now how I can pass it on to other class teachers who then could pass it on to their classes. I wouldn’t have minded going into their class to help their class out, so we could pass it on that way to the other schools, other classes.

Q
Yeah that’s lovely. You mentioned that you’re talking to another teacher about the whole thing with motors and how they don’t do those kind of things any more. So what has been…that kind of relates to this, about the response from staff in other classes to the project, if you have spoken with them about it?

A
Not too much, but that’s again where I think if they come and see what we’ve done and how we can do it in nursery, then Year 3, Year 4, Year 5…Year 6 should be able to do some amazing things. And I don’t think they’re really aware of what we’ve actually done other than they’ve gone, ‘Oh yeah, yeah’ and that’s it.

Q
Is this something that you would like to share?

A
Yeah I think I do need to share it with the rest of them. I think it would be nice if they come down and say like ‘This is how it could work’. We’ve got John who obviously can laser cut things if they want to design things. The [unclear] projects do have money, they’re available if they wanted to spend on that pre-cut design, I’m sure John might come in and offer his services as much as he does. But I suppose it’s again time and cost implications that would affect that.
Q
Of course. So has the project changed the way that children feel about their immediate environment, and if so how?

A
I think it’s sounds really [unclear]. It’s whether… we could bring it out again they might go, ‘Oh yeah, I remember that’ and they’ll do it again. I’m not really sure how it would affect them because the age they’re at they just love exploring anything we bring out. So if we bring it out again it would be nice to see how they react and, ‘Oh yeah, I remember doing that’ and starting it again. I’m not sure.
Q
And that kind of relates to what you were saying early about maybe they’re not transferring the skills that they’ve learnt. So you mentioned at the time they might go, ‘Oh yeah, this is how a battery works’ but they might not be able to say now. So have you seen anything that has you think come from the activities in the project in terms of how they interact with their normal nursery environment? Does that make sense, I can clarify it if you want. It’s quite hard to word.

A
I don’t know, I was thinking with the children here, I’d have to get the activities back out. It would be interesting to see if I did, because I’ve got a couple, they could still make a couple up. If I got some equipment out and said, ‘Oh can you remember what this is?’ and actually re-visit that with the children and see what they have remembered of it on their return. It might be interesting to find out. I could always find out and let me know.

Q
That would be great, yeah.

A
And have a go and see if they do remember. Because I was thinking, there’s a couple isn’t there, there’s a few in this session, there’s a couple in the mornings I could just say, ‘Can you remember how we did this and what happened?’ and ‘tell me about it’.

Q
I think that would be great if you are happy to.

A
Yeah. Because otherwise…and we don’t really have the batteries anywhere currently to explore, and we might get it out as an activity and see what they do, re-visit it.

Q
Oh brilliant, that would be great. So what have the parents’ reaction to the project been?

A
They came and saw. I mean they’re interested, they could see it on the tables, they’ve all had a look, they were all quite impressed when they came in after the session and saw everything lit up. They did ask about the things we’d got around. I think they were quite amazed that the children had lit things up and made them work, and obviously at the exhibition they enjoyed seeing the work they’d done.
Q
Brilliant, and did their parents have any prior information from you in terms of what they were doing?

A
No, other than just the letter that Jackie sent, that was really all we told them and that we were involved in this project. And as our home learning they made the house before the project started, but we didn’t really tell them a great deal other than on the letter.

Q
That’s great. Have you got any particular parents’ reactions that you’d like to share that you had or anything?

A
I think that ‘wow’ factor as they walked in, it’s like, ‘Wow what have you done, wow how have you made that’ sort of. You see for parents to stand out, we could always ask some parents if they’d like to comment on it?
Q
Yeah I can chat to Jackie and see if that’s something that she’d like to pursue, because we’d have to do consent forms and stuff like that as well. But yeah, possibly that would be really interesting to find out, if they’ve got any particular reactions to it. So do you feel that the project related to your normal early years practice?

A
Erm….yes, it’s an activity where they’ve been challenged. We’ve not used a lot of batteries and lights, we hadn’t used any batteries and lights until then. But it was engaging for them because they love technology, they love exploring, we put like loads of computer bits out – they don’t actually work – they’ll take them apart, and like we’ve got telephones and things out, they don’t actually work but they still stand there and touch. So it’s nice that they can actually see technology, that they’ve made it work.

Q
And can you see any ways like you can easily fit it into normal early years practice or themes that you choose?

A
Yeah because obviously we had the lights and the Play Doh, yeah we could always find a way to light things up. We do lots of topics, I mean we’ve done space, there’s themselves, there’s light and dark, there’s lots of things that would fit into it, could create circuits or create lights.
Q
That’s sounds really great that there are so many ideas that it could fit into.

A
Yeah I think it would fit into other things, we could make it adapt, it doesn’t have to be a Christmas tree, the ideas there but yeah I’m sure there’s other things we could lead it to.

Q
Brilliant. And what would your advice be to other teachers thinking about setting up makerspaces in nursery?

A
Give it a go. Try it. Just experiment. It’s that trial and error, if it doesn’t work try it again, just explore, there’s no right and no wrong is there, it’s just… just explore and see how it works. Yeah, that’s about it.

Q
Have you got anything that you would particularly recommend in terms of the practicalities of setting up the makerspace in nursery in terms of how you would speak to other teachers about it?

A
I think it needs adult modelling first, I think it would have to be….it was like adult intensive on the table. I think it needs modelling and they need showing how to do it. But I think they want to create it, let them have a…I suppose we could have let them explore it more without us being so direct, do you know what I mean, we did a lot of directing like, ‘Make sure it’s here’ and a lot of help, and I think they would have still found things work or not work by trial and error.

Q
That’s great. And do you have any other thoughts about the project that would be useful in our analysis, is there anything else you would like to share?

A
I really don’t know just yet, I’m trying to think.

Q
Don’t worry.

A
No, it’s just give it a go, just try it, it’s just that exploration. If we show that we’re enthusiastic and confident about it the children are always enthusiastic and confident about it, they’ll always have a go. I think sometimes we put ourselves going, ‘Oh no I can’t do that’ and, ‘It’ll not work’, but, you know, children don’t see it like that do they, they just go for it and hope for the best.

Q
That’s great. So have you got any other points that you’d like to add, or any other stories or anything that I’ve not touched upon in the questions, anything that particularly stands out to you?

A
Not right now, can’t think. I’m trying to think. I don’t know just yet. I can always send her an email, I’ll send you both one.

Q
No that’s fine, I can always pop back in as well if you want to re-visit anything, I can always arrange to come back, that’s not a problem. Yeah that’s great, that’s great. I’m trying to think if there’s anything else that I want to ask in terms of what you’ve already mentioned. No I think that’s great. Are there any other….I’m just trying to think….in terms of advice that you might give to other teachers thinking about setting up a makerspace, is there anything that you would recommend in terms of resources or training, or anything that maybe projects like the MakEY project can put up to provide and help facilitate the set up of makerspaces in nurseries that you found particularly useful maybe?
A
I suppose having that adult expert that comes in that knows how things work that can pass on the skills first. I suppose it’s just resourcing it and keeping resources, having enough things that work, cost of things that need replaced.

Q
Of course, that’s great. Yeah that’s fantastic. Thank you ever so much. If you do think of anything else…well I’ll talk to Jackie and see what we can do about that, about maybe parents’ responses, or if I need to pop back in or anything like that. And if you do think of anything I’m sure an email will just be great. Because I know it’s quite hard to think about it. And there was so much going on in the project, which is great but sometimes it’s a bit overwhelming isn’t it?
A
Yeah, and to think back as well.

Q
Because it was a little bit ago now. But no that’s great, thank you ever so much, and thank you for your involvement in the project and supporting it, it’s been really positive, it’s really great. Thank you.

� Note: The nursery reported 45 children enrolled at the start of the project.
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