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Q Emilie Scholey (researcher) 

A Year 1 group (3 girls, 1 boy) 

 

Q Good morning year one. So we’re now going to do some additional work from 

last week. So last week I met two of you, [Y1 girl F] and [Y1 boy T]. And this 

week we’ve got [Y1 girl H], is that right? [Y1 girl H]. And [Y1 girl E]. Because 

you were both not here last week, so we’ve got four now in the group. Now, can 

[Y1 boy T] and [Y1 girl F] remember what we talked about last week? What did 

we talk about? 

A How much we like toys. 

Q How much we like toys, that’s right. So we were talking about our favourite toys 

last week and we were talking about a very big word, we were talking about 

technology. And we talked about things you might have got at home, like tablets, 

computers, internet-enabled toys, things that might connect to the internet. 

LEGO. And we talked about lots of different things to do with play and learning. 

So before we start, what I’d like to do is just quickly, if that’s okay with [Y1 boy 

T] and [Y1 girl F], ask [Y1 girl E] and [Y1 girl H] if they’ve both got a computer 

or a tablet or a phone or anything like that they play games on at home. 

A I’ve got a phone. 

Q You’ve got a phone. Tell me about your phone. Remember one person at a time. 

A My phone is black, and it has a case on its back. 

Q Is it your phone or is it your mummy or daddy’s phone?  

A Mine. 

Q Yours. And what’s on your phone? What do you do with your phone? 

A I take pictures and I play lots of games.  

Q Tell all of us about your games, because last week I heard all about [Y1 boy T] 

and [Y1 girl F]’s games, but what kind of games have you got on your phone [Y1 

girl E]? 

A Dress up games. 

Q What are dress up games? 

A I’ve got three and the dress up games have only the same colour in each one but 

different styles and dresses. 

Q And do you like playing those games? 

A Yes. 

Q Well tell me and [Y1 girl F] and [Y1 boy T] and [Y1 girl H] why you like dress 

up games. 

A Because I like trying new outfits on and dress up. 
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Q And what else have you got on your phone? Any other games? 

A I’ve got this picture game. Like you put a picture on and you can decorate it with 

mermaid stuff. 

Q And do you like that game? 

A Yes. 

Q Tell us why you like that game. 

A Because you can send it to other people and send a message in the bottom of it. 

Q Do you send it to other people? 

A Yes. 

Q Who do you send it to? 

A I send it to people who care [?]. 

Q Right. Any other games you’ve got on your phone that you like playing? Can you 

think of any more. 

A That’s all of the games. 

Q Okay, well that sounds fantastic. Have you got a tablet or a computer or anything 

like that [Y1 girl H]? 

A A tablet.  

Q You’ve got a tablet? Tell us about your tablet. We want to hear about [Y1 girl 

H]’s tablet don’t we? Tell us about your tablet. 

A I have a game, a Talking Tom game [unclear]. Talking Tom is lying up here, it’s 

that room. She fell down. 

Q Wow. What do you do with it? 

A Because he’s naughty. 

Q Oh he’s naughty? 

A Yes. 

Q So it’s a boy is it? 

A Yes. 

Q It’s a boy. And what do you do? 

A Talking Tom is a game. 

Q Talking Tom is a game and you like this game a lot? 

A Yes. 

Q And when do you play this game? Every day? Every other day. 

A Yes, all the time.  
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Q All the time? Every day? 

A Yes, Monday and Tuesday.  

Q And what other games do you have on your tablet? 

A I have… 

Q Can you think of any other games you’ve got on your tablet? 

A Cake. 

Q Cake?  

A Yes. 

Q You’ve got a cake game? Yummy, yummy, I love cake. What do you do with 

your cake game? 

A I love chocolate cake. 

Q I love chocolate cake. I love Victoria sponges as well. 

A I like all the flavour cake.  

Q I like cupcakes. What do you do with your cake game? 

A I play it.  

Q Do you, and what do you have to do? 

A I need to cut the strawberries and put it on it.  

Q And what’s the best thing about your cake game? 

A Mix it up to make cake, put it in the oven. 

Q You put it in the oven? 

A And close it, the switch, and it’s on and you need to open it and closed, and the 

decoration. 

Q That’s fantastic. And do you do lots of baking at home? Do you make cakes in 

your kitchen at home? 

A No, on my iPad. 

Q Tell me, now [Y1 boy T] and [Y1 girl F], I remember last week they told me 

what their favourite toys are. And if I’m right, [Y1 boy T] likes his Spiderman. 

A And Venom. 

Q And Venom, yes. And you like your…? 

A LEGO. 

Q Your LEGO and your dolls, don’t you? 

A Yes. 
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Q What are your favourite toys at home? Have you got any favourite toys, what you 

like playing with? What kind of things do you like playing with at home? 

A I like playing with dogs. Pretend dogs and Barbie dolls.  

Q Pretend dogs, and tell us about your Barbie dolls. What Barbie dolls have you 

got? 

A I’ve got one that has pink and blonde hair. That one is removable so it can even 

move its hand [overtalking]. And I have some LOLs. 

Q Sorry, [Y1 girl E], so you’ve got your Barbie dolls, it’s detachable.  

A It’s also LOLs. 

Q And what, sorry? 

A And I found one, LOL. 

Q LOL, what’s that? 

A A baby LOL. It’s like a dolly. 

A Oh, they’re what I talked about. 

Q That’s the same, I thought I recognised the name. So LOL dolls.  

A I have two babies and one big sister, and today when I get back home I’m going 

to make a big Barbie one so it can be the mum.  

Q So you’re going to make a big Barbie doll? 

A Yes. 

Q How do you do that? 

A So, we just get some clay. 

Q Clay? 

A We wet the pad and put some clay on. We rub it on the stuff that you don’t want 

on, like the eyes and everything, so it gets the paint off. And then… 

Q So you get an actual Barbie doll, and then cover it in clay? 

A Yes. And then you soak the water on the clay.  

Q Have you heard of this before anybody? 

A And you let it to dry and then you just get a toothpick and you draw the eyes and 

then you paint inside of it.  

Q And this is a real Barbie doll that you decorate? 

A Yes. But if you want, you can also change the hair by cutting it and you can buy 

some dolly hair. 

Q Do you like that kind of thing, playing with Barbie dolls and redecorating them? 
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A Yes. 

Q It sounds fantastic.  

A [overtalking] in the Play Doh. 

A Then you put the hair in the hole, and then you squeeze it through and put the 

head back on the doll.  

Q That’s amazing. So tell us about your favourite toys [Y1 girl H]. 

A My favourite toy is a pony. 

Q A pony? You’ve got a pony toy?  

A Do you like unicorns? 

Q Do you like unicorns, [Y1 boy T]’s asking you. 

A No. 

Q No, you like ponies. What’s your pony like? Is it a real pony or a pretend pony? 

A It’s a [unclear] toy. 

Q So you don’t have a pony, but you’d like a pony would you? 

A I’d like a pet pony but… 

A I have a ball. 

Q A ball? 

A A ball, it’s a pony. Because I bounce it at home. 

Q Oh, so you’ve got a ball that’s got a pony on it? 

A Yes. I bounce it. 

Q And do you like bouncing it? 

A Yes, bouncing, one, two, three, and… 

A It might break. 

Q Well I’ve got a big ask for you now. Basically I want to know if you could go 

into a toy shop right now and buy a toy that hasn’t been invented, do you know 

what the word invented means? 

A I know. 

Q What does it mean [Y1 boy T]? 

A It means you have to pay the toy and then you get it home and then you open the 

box and then you get your dollars and buy whatever you want. And then you take 

it and then you pay it and then you go home, play with your toy. 

Q It’s kind of. Invented means, yes, sorry what were you going to say [Y1 girl E]? 

A Invented means like so you buy some stuff for anything you want to do and you 
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create something made out of what you do. 

Q Amazing. Yes. Well done [Y1 girl E]. So invented, you are going to create a toy 

that’s never been made before that you would like to play with at home. So think 

about something you would really like to play with and you can’t buy at the 

moment because it’s not in a toy shop or not on the internet. What would you like 

to create to play with and could it have technology in it? So could it be connected 

to the internet? Could it be something that connected to a game that you like? 

A I know something that’s connected to the internet. 

Q What? What have you got? 

A A big Hatchimal. 

Q You’ve got a Hatchimal? 

A I’m having that at Christmas. 

A I’ve got little ones but not a big one. The big ones you have to buy is in a big 

giant egg. You have to peel the egg and you have to keep it warm and it will 

hatch. 

Q That sounds amazing.  

A And then it talks when it hatches. 

Q That’s fantastic. It talks when it hatches. Tell me then, so think about this now. 

Think about a toy you would like to play with, and I want you to either build it in 

LEGO, or draw it. Would you like to have a go at building a toy in LEGO, or 

would you like to draw it? 

A Draw it. 

Q You’d like to draw it, and who would like to build one in LEGO? Okay, [Y1 girl 

H], what would you like to do? Build a toy in LEGO or would you like to draw 

one? 

A Draw. 

Q It’s entirely up to you. Right, I’m going to get the LEGO out and you can build 

something that you would like to play with, or you can draw it. So if you want to 

draw it, sit still and I’ll go and get you some drawing things. If you want to build 

it, I’ll put the LEGO on the middle of the table here, and you can start building 

something for me. Now, you’ve not got long. You’ve got about half and hour to 

build something, and because [Y1 girl H] and [Y1 girl E] weren’t here last week, 

I’m going to, while they’re drawing or building, I’m going to ask you a few more 

questions. Is that all right? Brilliant. Okay, I’m going to stop the recording there. 
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