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Ground-zero empiricism & coronavirus confirmation syndrome

“The main significance of this pandemic lies not in lofty platforms for pre-entitled, 
indulgently-curated identities. In fact, there really seems only one clear truth so 
far…that nobody knows the historic implications of this moment. A radical diversity of 
futures are possible….” Andy Stirling, STEPS Centre & SPRU, University of Sussex



“flatten the curve”





A thirst for data & data visualisation
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& data 
on stage





Behind the curves: obscured or hidden inequalities



Data – however beautifully 
visualised – isn’t always self-
explanatory and won’t take 
the heat out of scientific, 
political and public debate





Lessons from 
climate science & 
politics – and 
other fields…



Discussion & questions?
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