










“The epistemic purpose of refereeing underwent a 
transformation, from a public foil to set off and amplify the very 
best of the research received by the Society in the early nineteenth 
century to an instrument for ensuring the application of 
minimum thresholds of quality across the board while allocating 
space (and therefore resources and prestige) on the basis of expert 
assessment” (Fyfe & Moxham, 2016: 23)
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