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Notes for session 2: The nature of research and the need for RDM
Learning outcomes
By the end of this session participants will be able to:
· Explain the place of research in universities
· Apply theories of academic discipline and speciality to the issues of RDM
· Outline the research process
· Appreciate the range of research methods in use in different disciplines
· Use the concept of information practices and its diversity across disciplines/specialities
· Reflect on the nature of research data
· Analyse the context within which RDM has come to be seen as a key agenda
· Reflect upon the researcher perspective on RDM
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Analyse the different components of institutional RDM services
· Reflect on LIS roles within these understandings
· Explain a “research data interview” and “data audit” process
· Reflect upon your experience with research as an LIS professional and how research relates to your role
Session overview
This session contains the following parts: 
2.1 The social organisation of research (40 minutes)
2.2 Research, information practices and data (40 minutes)
2.3 The RDM agenda (90 minutes)
2.4 The research data interview and audit (40 minutes)
2.5 Reflection on research (30 minutes)
Session 2.1 The social organisation of research
Research is central to the identity and business models of many universities. Becher and Trowler’s (2001) concept of the academic tribe analyses the way that disciplines are organised. Yet disciplines are diverse, and the fragmentation, fluidity and hybridisation of disciplines make the real picture complicated. Interdisciplinarity is a significant trend. Specialities proliferate. These features of academic knowledge are apparent in features of the library collection, such as its complexity and fragmentation.
Recommended reading: Becher, T.,  & Trowler, P.R. (2001). Academic Tribes and Territories: Intellectual Enquiry and the Culture of Disciplines (2nd ed.). Philadelphia; Buckingham: Society for Research into Higher Education; Open University Press.
Activity 2.1 Participants apply some of these features to departments within their own experience
Session 2.2 Research, information practices and data
Research is conducted in complex, often non-linear cycles. Information flow maps for life sciences show that researchers may create and use many forms of information in a quite complex way. The concept of information practices encompasses the full range of these activities and goes beyond simple literature searches. Even within one discipline information may be used in very different ways. Data in research may not be called data, it can take many forms. It is often fragile.
Recommended reading: RIN (2010). Open to All? Case Studies of Openness in Research. London. Retrieved from http://rinarchive.jisc-collections.ac.uk/our-work/data-management-and-curation/open-science-case-studies. 
Activity 2.2 Participants think about what might be research data in different types of research
Session 2.3 The RDM agenda
The main drivers for RDM include funders’ mandates, government and institutional policy, and the open access agenda. Increasingly, individual institutions are publishing their own research data management policies. Within institutions there are a number of stakeholders in research: researchers and those that support them; a number of support roles offered by professional services. Among these are those offered by the library.
Recommended readings: Whyte, A., & Tedds, J. (2011). Making the Case for Research Data Management. DCC Briefing Papers. Edinburgh: Digital Curation Centre. Retrieved from http://www.dcc.ac.uk/webfm_send/487. 
Jones, S., Pryor, G. & Whyte, A. (2013). How to Develop Research Data Management Services - a guide for HEIs. DCC How-to Guides. Edinburgh: Digital Curation Centre. Retrieved from: http://www.dcc.ac.uk/resources/how-guides.
Activity 2.3.1 Participants review RCUK’s common principles on data policy
Activity 2.3.2 Participants review the DCC’s summary of funders’ requirements and EPSRC’s seven principles
Activity 2.3.3 Participants review a university RDM policy
Activity 2.3.5 Participants consider the forces at work driving good RDM
Activity 2.3.5 Participants review the different stakeholders in research
Activity 2.3.6 Participants review stakeholder roles in the creation of an institutional RDM service
Session 2.4 The research data interview and audit
Research data interviews are designed to explore how an individual researcher uses, creates and manages their data. The Data Audit Framework (DAF) is a systematic method to review the data sources that exist in an institution.
Recommended reading: Jones, S., Ross, S., & Ruusalepp, R. (2009). Data Audit Framework Methodology (draft for discussion, version 1.8).  Glasgow: HATII. Retrieved from http://www.data-audit.eu/DAF_Methodology.pdf. 
Activity 2.4.1 Participants review the output of a data audit
Activity 2.4.2 Participants commence work on planning an interview with a researcher
Session 2.5 Reflection on research
Activity 2.5 Participants write about their own involvement in research
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