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Notes for session 5: What is data?
Learning outcomes
By the end of this session participants will be able to:
· Explain the different forms that digital data can take
· Appreciate the varying research contexts in which these data are produced and/or analysed
· Systematically reflect on the nature of research data
· Apply a framework for thinking about research data to a number of case studies
· Identify potential research data management issues
· Articulate and reflect upon the various drivers for and barriers to data sharing
· Articulate to what extent their understanding of research and research data has increased
· Reflect on how RDM fits into their role as an LIS professional, and what the Library’s role within the institution regarding RDM might be
Session overview
This session contains the following parts:
5.1 Researchers and their data (90 minutes)
5.2 Looking at data (45 minutes)
5.3 Open data (45 minutes)
5.4 Reflecting on research and research data (15 minutes)
Session 5.1 Researchers and their data
An introductory video about “A Day in the Life of an Academic Researcher” explores the point of view of researchers, their personal motives and their concepts of research and research data. During the third and last instalment of “Investigating a Researcher” participants present and discuss the findings of their preparatory desk research and/or interview. The aim is to explore concepts of research and research data for various academic disciplines, and identify likely research data management issues.
Recommended reading: C0nc0rdance (2009, November 6). A day in the life of an academic researcher [Video file]. Retrieved from http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sQ_ZzP7g7TQ and http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nc-5VXdNGkw. 
Activity 5.1.1 Participants reflect on the daily routine of an academic researcher
Activity 5.1.2 Participants watch and discuss the video A Day in the Life of an Academic Researcher
Activity 5.1.3 Participants present and discuss the findings of their preparatory desk research and/or interview
Activity 5.1.4 Participants reflect on their learning process
Session 5.2 Looking at data
A framework of looking at research data in five different ways is introduced. Different types of research data in different stages of the research and curation lifecycles pose different research data management challenges. The framework is applied to five research data case studies in order to explore these challenges, and to reflect on ways in which the Library could assist.
Recommended reading: Scott, M., Boardman, R.P., Reed, P.A.S., & Cox, S.J. (2012). Introducing research data. Southampton: University of Southampton, Faculty of Engineering and the Environment. Retrieved from http://eprints.soton.ac.uk/338816/. 
Activity 5.2.1 Participants explore the framework of five different ways of looking at research data
Activity 5.2.2 Participants apply the framework to five case studies
Activity 5.2.3 Participants apply the framework to the researcher they investigated
Session 5.3 Open data
Much of the research data management agenda is driven by the idea of open data and data sharing. In this session the drivers and cultural barriers to open data and data sharing are discussed. 
Recommended reading: RIN (2010). Open to All? Case Studies of Openness in Research. London. Retrieved from http://rinarchive.jisc-collections.ac.uk/our-work/data-management-and-curation/open-science-case-studies.
Activity 5.3 Participants explore the drivers and barriers to open data and data sharing from the perspective of various stakeholders
Session 5.4 Reflecting on research and research data
Participants reflect on their understanding of research, research data management, and the Library’s role within the institution regarding research data management.
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