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Activity 6.4.2: Data Citation
The EPSRC also requires that research publications should always ‘include information on how to access the supporting data.’ That raises the issue of data citation. There are no established standards for data citation yet, although some style manuals such as the APA’s (in the 5th and 6th editions) and some repositories such as the UK Data Archive do provide instructions. The aim of the following activity is to reflect on how data could be cited, and of the potential issues that could arise when citing data and datasets.
How should data be cited?
Consider the following scenario. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Researcher, Alice Snowe, from another university’s Accident Research Unit is seeking to use the dataset with precipitation measurements going back to the foundation of the University. This dataset was deposited in 2011 by the University’s meteorologist, Christopher Oldman Frost, and covers all years up to and including 2010. It consists of data subsets that are organised per year, each consisting of several files, including Excel spreadsheets, Word files, and image files (digitised observations written down on paper). Of course, Mr Oldman Frost is not the only meteorologist who has been involved in taking the measurements that make up this dataset.
Alice Snowe is now writing a research paper for Science called ‘The correlation between bicycle accidents and precipitation in urban centres during the rush hour’. She needs to cite our institutional repository’s dataset. In particular she will need to refer to the precipitation measurements of 4 May 1979. Elsewhere in her article she also needs to refer to a subset covering the winter months of the years 1981-1985.
Write down the references that Alice Snowe needs to give in her article.
	





















What are the issues with data citation?
What practical issues did you encounter when writing the references for Alice Snowe’s research paper?  How could these issues be solved?
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