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Handout 2: Information on sources
1. The Heartland Institute is a US think tank (group of experts) which aims to “discover, develop, and promote free-market solutions to social and economic problems” https://www.heartland.org/about-us/index.html accessed 13.10.18].  Its website says that it “does not make public the names of its donors”, but the Guardian newspaper reported that it had previously been funded by big oil companies like ExxonMobil. 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/climate-consensus-97-per-cent/2016/feb/22/fossil-fuel-funded-report-denies-the-expert-global-warming-consensus
NASA, or the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, is an independent agency of the United States Federal Government.  It is funded by the government.
https://www.nasa.gov/
2. The Investor's Business Daily is an American newspaper and website covering the stock market, international business, finance and economics. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Investor%27s_Business_Daily [accessed 13.10.18]

The Journal of Climate is a peer-reviewed scientific journal published twice a month by the American Meteorological Society. https://www.ametsoc.org/index.cfm/AMs/publications/journals/journal-of-climate/
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is the international body for assessing the science related to climate change, set up by the World Meteorological Organization and the United Nations.  Its reports, about the impacts and future risks of climate change, are written by hundreds of experts. 
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/02/FS_what_ipcc.pdf [accessed 04.01.19]

The Earth League is a “voluntary international alliance of prominent scientists from world‐class research institutions”.  This includes members from the Grantham Institute for Climate Change at Imperial College London, the Chinese Academy of Sciences, China; the Earth Institute, Columbia University, USA and others.

https://www.hzg.de/ms/earthleague/ [accessed 13.10.18]

3. “The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is an international treaty to keep greenhouse gases as a safe level.

https://www.sciencedaily.com/terms/united_nations_framework_convention_on_climate_change.htm  [accessed 13.10.18]

Lonnie Thompson is a Professor of Geological Sciences at The Ohio State University.  His areas of expertise are High Altitude Ice Coring and Climate Change.  
https://geography.osu.edu/people/thompson.3
4.  The European Commission is the executive of the European Union. https://ec.europa.eu/commission/index_en  [accessed 13.10.18]. 
Nature is a weekly international journal which publishes peer-reviewed research in many fields of science and technology. 
https://www.nature.com/
5. “Keep it in the ground” is the slogan of an international movement to end the use of fossil fuels.  Its campaigns are supported by hundreds of organisations, including international charities, environmental campaigns and NGOs (Non-Governmental Organisations).  

http://keepitintheground.org
The UN Chronicle is “The Magazine of the United Nations”.  
https://unchronicle.un.org/
Equinor is a petroleum and wind energy company owned by the government of Norway.  It is the world’s eleventh biggest oil and gas company. http://uk.businessinsider.com/ [accessed 13.10.18].
6. Mike Berners-Lee is a Professor at Lancaster University and an expert in carbon footprinting, that is, calculating how much greenhouse gas is produced from various products and activities.  https://www.lancaster.ac.uk/lec/about-us/people/mike-berners-lee



How do you know if a source is reliable?

Author and authority

· Is the author identified?  If not, why not?*

· Do you recognise the author an expert in his or her field? If not, is there enough information to is there enough information to show that the author is credible?*
· Is s/he qualified to write about the subject?*

· Does the author belong to an academic institution or credible organisation?*
· If it is an academic article, is it published in a peer-reviewed journal? **
*Adapted from www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/library-museum-gallery/finding-resources/library-databases/databases-overview/evaluating-websites
**https://canvas.hull.ac.uk/courses/611/pages/determining-source-reliability
Independence and bias

· Who funds the source?  Is this shown? *

· Does any powerful organisation have influence over the source?  

· If it is a website, is it part of a commercial organisation, a political party or an organisation with specific aims? **

· Is this organisation or individual likely to have a particular world view?
* http://sites.umuc.edu/library/libhow/credibility.cfm
** https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/library-museum-gallery/finding-resources/library-databases/databases-overview/evaluating-websites
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